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Plague in the light of hadith 


According to newspapers and other communication media, 
we have come to know that plague has broken out these 
days in some areas of Gujarat. Some people ask as to what 
Islam says about it. So, an idea came to my mind to collect 
whatever has been said in ahadith and Islamic scriptures 
about plague. I have tried to collect some relevant 
information briefly in this discourse. 


What is plague? 


Before we mention the ahadith regarding plague, it seems 
appropriate to throw some light on a brief introduction of 
this epidemic and its causes. 


According to the English dictionaries, a plague is 4 
contagious bacterial disease, and an epidemic, which 
generally poses a serious threat to life, or a dangerous 
disease that kills many people. The doctors say that plague 
is like vicious and fatal tumors, which give fever, delirium 
and severe inflammation. It is extremely painful and it 
keeps spreading from its place to another. Generally, the 


"The plague the author is referring to broke out in Gujarat in 1994, and a 
area particularly affected by this epidemic was the district of rail 
According to some reports, around 52 people lost their lives, and aroun i 
quarter of the citizens had fled the area. Though the plague Jasted for oe 
two weeks only, it caused widespread panic among the citizens. (Anwar) 
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plague-infected area turns into black or green. This tumor 
strikes generally three areas of the body: underarms, the 
area behind the ear and the soft flesh of the human body.! 


The external and internal causes of plague 


No doubt, the causes of plague as given by physicians and 
doctors are right. For example, they say that its cause is 
the septic bad blood, which spoils the infected physical 
parts due to being poisonous. It also infects neighbouring 
areas of the body.? 


But this. is an external cause. However, there are some 
internal causes too which work behind the external causes. 
It is mentioned in ahadith regarding plague that it has some 
internal causes too which no one can deny. The way a thing 
has external causes, it has some internal causes as well. 
Hafiz ibn al-Qayyim says about the causes of plague that it is 
mentioned in hadith that it is a remnant part of the 
punishment inflicted on the Children of Israel. It is also said 
that it is an attack of the Jinn. Another opinion says that it is 
an outcome of the curse of a certain Prophet of Allah #. The 
doctors have nothing to turn down all these causes and 
reasons as mentioned in ahadith. They also do not have any 
proof to provide as to why plague breaks out. Only a 
Prophet can give information on these things. 





' See Ibn al-Qayyim, Zad al-Ma‘ad, v. 4, p. 34, Fath al-Bart, v. 10, p. 180, 
“‘Umdah al-Qari, v. 14, p. 705. 

2 Zad al-Ma‘ad, v. 4, p. 34. 

3 Ibid, v. 4, p. 34. 
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However, the causes prescribed by doctors are the external 
ones. One the other hand, the causes prescribed by the 
Prophets of Allah and told by Allah Almighty are totally 
hidden from the eyes of human beings. 


In this booklet, we will also throw light on the internal 
causes of plague with references from ahadith and Islamic 
Scriptures, so that we could know that diseases actually 
befall because of some internal causes too, which most of 
the people usually don’t pay heed to. 


Now, let us go through the ahadith and Islamic texts 
concerning plague. 


Plague—a punishment from Allah Almighty 


One of the internal causes of plague is that Allah #& sends it 
down on human beings when they start disobeying Him. 
Usamah ibn Zayd has reported that the Prophet # said: 


“It is a means of punishment with which 
some nations were punished and some of it 
) has remained, and it appears now and then. 
So whoever hears that there is an outbreak of 
plague in some land, one should not go to 
that land, and if the plague breaks out in the 
land where one is already Present, one 


should not run away from that land, escaping 
from the plague.” 1 





* Sahth al-Bukhari, #6573, Sahih Mustim, #2218, Muwatya’ Malik, #1588. 
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Bukhari, Muslim and Nasa’i have narrated the same hadith 
with another sanad (chain of narrations) that Usimah ibn 
Zayd @ was asked: 


“What did you hear from the Messenger of Allah 
regarding the plague?” Usamah said, “I heard 
the Messenger of Allah say, ‘The plague is a 
punishment which was’ sent against a group of 
the tribe of Israel - or against those before you. 
So, if you hear that it exists in a land, then you 
do not go there. If it occurs in a land where you 
are, then do not leave it, fleeing from it.” 1 


The first hadith has mentioned ‘some nations’ without any 
doubt whereas in the second hadith, the narrator has 
expressed doubt saying ‘a group of the tribe of Israel - or 
against those before you’. 


It is learnt from these ahadith that plague is actually a 
punishment sent down against some previous nations and 
then it was lifted up. Now, when Allah Almighty wills, He 
sends it and then lifts it up. 


Plague—an attack of Jinn 


One of the internal causes of outbreak of plague has been 
said to be an attack by the Jinn. 


‘A’ishah @ has quoted the Prophet & as saying: 





' Sahih al-Bukhari, #3214, Sahth Muslim, #1408, Nasa’, Al-Sunan al- 
Kubra, v. 4, p. 64. 
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My Ummah will get eliminated, being stabbed or 
infected by plague. I asked, “O Prophet of Allah, 
we know the stabbing but what is this plague?” 
The Prophet said, “It is a gland, like the gland of 
a camel. The person staying during its outbreak 
will be like a martyr and the person who flees 
from it will be like the person fleeing from the 
battlefield.” The version reported by Ishaq says 
that it is a gland which emerges in the elbows of 
people, and the person who dies of it is a martyr 
and the person staying in it expecting reward 
from Allah is like guards in the way of Allah and 
a person fleeing from it is like the one fleeing 
from the battlefield.” 2 


Abu Misa al-Ash‘ari «, has directly narrated from the 
Prophet #& that he said: 


My Ummah will get eliminated, being stabbed or 
attacked. | asked, “O Prophet of Allah, we know 
the stabbing but what is this plague?” He 
replied, “This is the attack of your enemies from 
the jinn. Both of them (stabbing and plague) 
raise a person to the status of a martyr.” 2 


It is reported in another hadith that the Prophet of Allah & 
said, 


Sh 

" Musnad Ahmad, v. 6, p. 255, Musnad Ishaq i gels 
hmad, v. 6, p. 255, aq ibn Rahwayh, v. 3; P- 

? Musnad Ahmad, #4417, Aba Dawid al-Tayalisy, al Muenad, V. 1+ P- 72+ 

Al-Tabarant, Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat, v, 2, p. 105. 


Plague in the Light of Hadith 11 





“It is the attack of your enemy, the Jinn”! 


Ziyad ibn “Ilaqah &, the narrator of this hadith, says that he 
was not satisfied with the one who reported this hadith to 
him, and so he asked the head of the Jinn who was with him, 
who confirmed the report mentioned in the hadith. 


Hafiz ibn Hajar & has declared this hadith to be authentic, 
saying that Ibn Khuzaymah = and Hakim & also have 
declared it to be authentic. He further said that Ibn 
Khuzaymah 2 and Hakim s both have narrated it with 
another chain of narration from Abii Misa al-Ash‘ari #& who 
said that he asked the Prophet of Allah & about plague, and 
he answered, “This is a pricking by your enemies, the Jinn, 
and it is a martyrdom in your favour, if one of you dies due 


to it.” After a long discussion, Ibn Hajar & has also declared 
this hadith as authentic.2 


It is learnt by us from this nadith that the Jinn, by mischief, 
attack the human beings, which appears in forms and 
shapes the doctors term as obvious causes of plague, while 
the real cause of outbreak of plague is actually the attack of 
Jinn. It is the divine system of Allah Almighty that when He 
has to send down plague in order to punish, He makes the 
jinn attack the human beings. 





’ Musnad Ahmad, v. 4, p. 395, Al-Tabarani, Al-Mu‘jam Al-Awsat, v. 3, p. 
367. 
? Fath al-Bart, v. 10, p. 182. 


Plague in the Light of Hadith 12 





Answer to a doubt 


The cause of plague in these ahadith has been said to be the 
attack of Jinn. Some people entertain doubt about this and 
object that the attack of jinn does not find any mention in 
the causes prescribed by physicians and doctors. So, one 
answer is that there should arise no objection about it, as 4 
certain thing might have many causes. There are many 
things having more than one cause. Therefore, there is nO 
objection if the doctors have discovered some causes of this 
epidemic and the Prophet # has described a totally 
different cause. 


‘Allamah Kalabadhi has said that plague maybe of two 
types: one is that which takes place as a result of the spoiled 


blood and bile, and the second type of plague is the pricking 
cf Jinn? 


The second answer is that physicians make their decisions 
about a disease, its causes and symptoms based on their 
own self-made rules and principles, keeping an eye On the 
external and obvious causes and factors. On the other hand, 
what the Prophets tell is beyond the perception and 
comprehension, and access of the doctors and worldly 
healers. In the issue under discussion, the cause of plague 
as given by the Prophet, is the attack of Jinn, which is 
obviously beyond the perception and human feeling. 50 it se 
not surprising if doctors do not know this fact.2 





' Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 181. 
?Umdah al-Qari, v. 14, p. 706, Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 181. 
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“Allamah Ibn Hajar a and ‘Allamah ‘Ayni & assert that the 
view that plague is an attack of Jinn is also confirmed by the 
fact that the plague often strikes and infects healthier cities 
having a moderate climate with good air and water quality.! 
This suggests that the saying of the Prophet of Allah & is 
true and there is no reason to doubt it. The view is also 
corroborated by valid proofs and evidences. 


Punishment of plague on the people of Pharaoh 


At the time of Misa (Moses) #8, punishment was sent down 
against Coptic people in the form of a plague. The detail is that 
Prophet Miisa 28 had ordered the Children of Israel that every 
man should slaughter a sheep, smear his hands with its blood 
and then strike his reddened hands on his doors. The Children 
of Israel did the same. The Copts (those belonging to 
Pharaoh’s community) asked Prophet Musé ® and the 
Children of Israel what this was really for. They replied that 
Allah @ will send punishment on you and we will be given 
salvation by this mark. When it was dawn, 70 thousand people 
of Pharaoh’s community had died of this plague. On this, 
Pharaoh said to Misa x to pray to his Allah that if He protects 
them from this punishment, they will surely believe in Him.” 


Punishment of plague against the Children of Israel 


Ahadith have been quoted above that punishment was sent 
down on the Children of Israel in the form of plague. But 
ae ee ee 


‘Ibid, 
2 Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 183 with reference to Tabarani. 
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when and how was this punishment sent? The historian 
Tabari has given the details on the authority of Sayyar & as 
in the following: 


Once there lived a man named Bal‘am in a 
certain land who was mustajab al-da‘wat (a 
person whose every prayer was accepted). 
Prophet Miisd x set out with the Children of 
Israel to enter that place where Bal‘am lived in. 
(The purpose of this journey was to fight the 
infidels who lived there). The people of Bal‘am 
came to him and requested him to curse Misa 
x8 and the Children of Israel. He said that he 
would ask God about that. After asking God, he 
was forbidden to curse Prophet Misa ss. After 
this, his community came again to him with 
gifts and presents; but this time too, he replied 
that he would ask God about that, This time, no 
reply came from God. Then his community said 
to him, “If it were bad, you would have been 
forbidden from this!” On this, he got ready t 
curse and he did it but such words came from 
his mouth, which were curses against his ow? 
community. For this, his community started t 
blame him. Then he said to his people, “Let me 
tell you what can annihilate the Children of 
Israel. Send your wives and daughters to the 
Children of Israel, and they will commit 
adultery with them and will get destroyed 
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because of fornication. They did the same. The 
Children of Israel committed adultery with 
those women, which caused an outbreak of 
plague among the Children of Israel, claiming 
lives of 70 thousands Jewish people.t 


Ibn Hajar # has rated this hadith in Fath al-Bari as mursal 
Jayyid?2 


Plague against the community of Prophet Dawid 
(David) 2 

The way this punishment was sent against the Children of 
Israel at the time of Prophet Misa &, in the same way at the 
time of Prophet Dawid =, plague was sent against the 
Children of Israel as punishment as well. Ibn Ishaq 3 has 
given the details. He says elaborating: 


Allah Almighty revealed to Prophet Dawid & 
that the Children of Israel continue 
perpetrating sins. Now, they are given three 
options: either they face famine from Me or I 





! Tarikh Ibn Jarir al-Tabart, v. 1, pp. 258-259, Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, v. 
1, p. 322. 

2 Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 183. 

A “mursal hadnh” is the one which is narrated from the Prophet & by a 
Tabi'7 and not a Sahabi. It is possible to differentiate between a Sahabi and a 
Tabi'T by referring to books of biography. Imam al-Hakim 3% says: There is 
no difference of opinion among the masters of hadith that the mursal hadith 
is one which the muhaddith narrated with a complete isnad back to the 
Tabi't, and the Tabi‘l says, “The Messenger of Allah & said.” See Ma‘rifah 
“Ulam al-Hadith, 67. (Anwar) 
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will let them be controlled and overcome by 
their enemies for two months or send plague 
against them which will continue among them 
for three days. The Prophet Dawid = 
informed them about this. They asked Prophet 
Dawid x himself to choose any one of these 
three options. So, he chose plague which took 
lives of seventy thousand according to one 
report or one hundred thousands of people 
according to another report up to the time of 
noon. Dawid x prayed to Allah crying, and 
then Allah lifted up this disease. 


Plague—a punishment for adultery 


The incident of plague, sent on the Children of Israel, 
mentioned above indicates that this plague was inflicted 
upon them because of adultery and fornication. There are 
other ahadith too which make it clear that Allah Almighty 
sends plague as punishment when adultery and fornication 
grow prevalent in the human society. Some of them are 
mentioned as in the following: 


It is reported by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar and Aba Sa‘id ab 
Khudri «& that the Prophet of Allah && said: 


“Immorality never appears among a people ‘ 
such an extent that they commit it openly, but 


plagues and diseases, that were never know? 


' Fath al-Bari, 





10, p. 183. 
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among the predecessors, will spread among 
them.”1 


Ibn ‘Abbas 2, has narrated a lengthy hadith in which the 
Prophet of Allah & said, 


“Fornication does not spread in a people but 
that there is much death among them.”2 


Mayminah &, the Mother of Believers, has reported that 
the Prophet & said: 


“The people of my community will remain in a 
safe condition till the time when illegitimate 
children are not given birth in abundance. If 
the number of illegitimate children grows 
among them, Allah will soon encompass them 
with His punishment.”3 


Tabardani has quoted the words of the same hadith in his Al- 
Mu am al-Kabir with the following words: 


“The people of my community will remain safe 
and their affairs would continue to be secure till 
illegitimate children do not become common, and 
if they become common, | fear that Allah Almighty 
will send down punishment upon them.”* 





" Sunan Ibn Majah, #4009, Hakim, al-Mustadrak, v. 4, p. 5183, Al-Mu'jam 
al-Awsat, v. 5, p. 63, Shu‘ab al-Iman, v. 3, p. 192. 

2 Muwatta’ Malik, #918, Shu‘ab al-Iman, v. 3, p. 196. 

> Musnad Ahmad, v. 6, p. 333. 

* Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir, v. 24, p. 23. 
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The majority of ‘ulama’ have interpreted the word death 
mentioned in ahadith as ‘plague’. The hadith clearly tells 
that plague breaks out as a punishment in case of 
prevalence of adultery and fornication. 


Plague a punishment for infidels and a mercy for the 
believers 


When we reflect upon ahadith, we come to know that they 
tell us the fact that plague is a curse and punishment for 
infidels whereas it is a mercy and martyrdom for believers. 


Yahya ibn Ya‘mur 2 related that ‘A’ishah w, the wife of the 
Prophet, told him that she asked the Prophet of Allah 
about the plague and he informed her: 


“It is a punishment which Allah used to send 
against whoever He wished, but Allah has 
made it a mercy for the believers, There is NO 
one who comes into contact with the plague 
and then remains with fortitude in the land 
where he is, knowing that only what Allah has 
written for him will befall him, but that he has 
a similar reward to that of the martyr.” 


Itis reported in a hadith that Aba ‘Usayb «, the slave ofthe 
Prophet %, quoted him as saying: 


“The Archangel Jibra’il came to me with fever 
and plague, | stopped fever in Madinah and 





* Sahih al-Bukhari, #5402, Sahth Muslim, #2322, 


Plague in the Light of Hadith 19 





sent plague to Syria. Plague is martyrdom and 
mercy for the people of my Ummah and it is a 
punishment for infidels.”! 


The hadith also dispels a doubt as to when plague is a 
punishment, then why does it strike the pious people? It 
clarifies that it is a punishment for infidels and sinners and 
a mercy for the believers. 


Plague—a martyrdom for the believers 

As the above mentioned ahadith told us that plague is a 
mercy and martyrdom for the believers, similarly, there are 
some more ahadith regarding this confirming the same 
view which are as in the following: 


Anas #%, reports that the Prophet of Allah # said: 
“Plague is a martyrdom for every Muslim.”2 
Abi Hurairah a& has reported another hadith from the 
Prophet of Allah # who said: 
“There are five categories of martyrs: someone 
killed by the plague, someone killed by an 
abdominal disease, someone who drowns, 


someone who is killed by a collapsing building and 
the martyr killed fighting in the way of Allah.” 





' Musnad Ahmad, v. 5, p. 81, Tabarani, Al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, v. 22, p. 391, 
Musnad al-Harith, v. I, p. 358, Al-Ahad wa al- Mathani, #1342, 

2 Sahih al-Bukhari, #2675, Sahih Muslim, #1916. 

3 Sahih al-Bukhari, #1674, Sahih Muslim, #1914. 
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It has been narrated on the authority of Abi Hurairah & 
that the Messenger of Allah & said: 


“Whom do you consider to be a martyr among 
you? They (the Companions) said: Messenger 
of Allah, one who is slain in the way of Allah is 
a martyr. He said: Then (if this is the definition 
of a martyr), the martyrs of my Ummah will be 
small in number. They asked: Messenger of 
Allah, who are they? He said: One who is slain 
in the way of Allah is a martyr; one who dies in 
the way of Allah is a martyr; one who dies of 
plague is a martyr; one who dies of abdominal 
disease is a martyr.” 1 


But a person attains this martyrdom, as it is known to us by 
the hadith of ‘A'ishah which was mentioned above from 
Sahth Bukhari and Musnad Ahmad, when one keeps 
patience and lives in that very land believing that only that 
calamity and disease befell him which had been decreed by 
Allah Almighty for him. 


First note: 


Here a question arises: Does plague win martyrdom for 
every believer or for the perfect believers only? It is hard to 
reach any definite decision over this as no hadith has any 
clarification concerning _ this. However, “ylama’ have 
different opinions and views in this regard. One opinion 
says that the ahadith obviously make an indication that this 


* Sahih Muslim, #1915. 
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reward is only for the perfect believers, for it is mentioned 
in some ahadith that plague is sent down because of 
immorality, indecency, adultery and fornication as well. 


For example, the hadith of “Abdullah ibn ‘Umar and Aba 
Sa‘id Khudri &; ‘Immorality never appears among a people to 
Such an extent that they commit it openly, but plagues and 
diseases that were never known among the predecessors will 
Spread umong them...’ conveys the same message. Similarly, 
the hadith of Ibn Abbas .#, ‘Fornication does not spread ina 
people but that there is much death among them...'gives the 
same indication. The hadith of Mayminah s&s ‘The people of 
my community will remain in a safe condition till the time 
when illegitimate children are not given birth in abundance. 
If the number of illegitimate children grow among them, 
Allah will soon encompass them with His punishment...’ 
supports this view. 


All these ahadith tell that widespread prevalence of 
adultery and fornication causes outbreak of deaths and 
plague too. So, it is known from this detail that plague 
cannot be martyrdom for such kinds of people. Keeping in 
view these kinds of ahadith, ‘Allamah Ibn Hajar & says that 
sometimes plague breaks out as a punishment as these 
ahadith tell. Then how can they be martyrdom?! 


The second view says that plague is martyrdom for every 
believer and Muslim whether he/she is perfect or 





' Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 193. 
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imperfect, for it is clearly mentioned in some ahadith that 
plague is martyrdom for every Muslim. A sinner getting 
the reward of martyrdom does not necessarily mean that 
he/she is equal to the perfect believer as martyrdom has 
several ranks and categories.1 


Second note 


Here it should be borne in mind that two kinds of words have 
been mentioned in ahddith. It is said in some ahadith that 
plague is martyrdom for every Muslim and its explanation in 
another hadith is that a plague-infected man is a martyr. In 
these ahadith, the plague-infected man has been told to be a 
Martyr, whereas it is mentioned in some other hadith that a 
believer, who stays in his area infected by plague, keeping 
patience and believing in Allah, will be given the reward of 
martyrdom. It was not said that he will be the martyr; but is 
said to be given the reward of martyrdom. 


‘Allamah Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani 2, has written in his 
commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari that the man who is 
infected with plague and dies because of it is a martyr, but if 
he does not die of it, he will get the reward of martyrdom. 
He further says that there are three instances: the first 's 
that a person dies after having been infected with plague 
Provided he fulfills the conditions mentioned in hadith Le 
keeping patience and believing in Allah &. The second is 
that he/she is infected with plague but escapes death and 
remains alive. The third is that one stays in plague-infected 
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area with patience and faith in Allah Almighty and does not 
flee from there, The first one will get martyrdom and the 
other two will get the reward of martyrdom. ! 


Du‘a’ of the Prophet for the Ummah 


When it has become known that plague is mercy and 
martyrdom for every believer, now let us see an amazing 
du‘a’ that our Prophet Muhammad @& made in favour of the 
Ummah. Abi Misa al-Ash‘ari ##, says that the Prophet of 
Allah 8 said: 


“O Allah, make the death of the people of my Ummah 
being killed fighting in Your path by wounds and 
plague as martyrdom.” 2 


This very hadith has been narrated by Imam Ahmad in his 
Musnad, \mam Tabardani in Al-Mu fam al-Kabir, Hakim in al- 
Mustadrak and Abi Bakar al-Shaybani in Al-Ahdd wa al- 
Mathani on the authority of Abi Burdah ibn Qays. #, the 
brother of Abi Misa al-Ash‘ari 3.3 


In this hadith, the Prophet of Allah % has asked Allah 
Almighty to grant martyrdom for two categories among the 
people of his Ummah: for the one who is wounded and 
killed in the battlefield as a martyr. The second is the one 
who suffers plague and dies, for a death due to plague also 
raises a believer to the rank of martyrdom. 





' Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 194, ‘Umdah al-Qari, v. 14, p. 713. 

2 Musnad Ahmad, v. 4, p. 238, Musnad Abii Ya‘l4, v. 13, p. 157. 

> Musnad Ahmad, v. 4, p. 8, Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir, v. 22, p. 314, Hakim, al- 
Mustadrak, v. 2, p- 102, Al-Ahad wa al-Mathani, v. 4, p. 450, 
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The ‘ulama’ have pointed out that the Prophet 2 intended 
by this to raise his Ummah to the highest rank of 
martyrdom, and the way for this is to be killed in the path of 
Allah by infidels, whether they are humans or Jinn. It has 
already been mentioned above that plague is an attack of 
Jinn. In short, the Prophet # desired that a believer 
somehow should get martyrdom. 


Safety of Madinah from plague 


Madinah Al-Munawwarah is the sacred city in which the 
Prophet of Allah & lived. Abii Hurairah # says regarding 
this city that angels are appointed on the streets of 


Madinah. Neither plague could infect it nor could Dajjal be 
able to enter it.) 


Bukhari and others have narrated from Anas # that the 
Prophet & said: 


“Dajjal will come towards Madinah and will 
find Angels there guarding it. Neither Dajjal 
will be able to enter Madinah nor will plague 
enter it, Insha’Allah.”2 


Plague will never break out in Madinah 


The issue has been a subject of discussion among the 
| ulama’ as to whether this statement is applicable for all 


pares rene ae ea 
' Muwtta Malik, #1582, Sahih al-Bukhari, #17 im, #1379. 
sy » pani 8 lim, * 
Musnad Ahmad, #7233. eae Ne 
Sahih al-Bukhari, #6715, Sunan al-Tirmidhi, #2242, Abii Ya'ld, V- 5s P- 
390, Sahih Ibn Hibbin, v.15, p. 215. : u 
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times, or was it specific to the time of the Prophet %. It is 
also controversial whether the word ‘Insha’Allah’ 
mentioned in the hadith applies to Dajjal and plague both or 
only to plague. According to Ibn Hajar 2, this statement is 
general, and applicable for all time to come. Therefore, 
some ‘ulama’ have regarded it as a miracle that Madinah has 
been safe from plague from that time to this date and it will 
continue to be safe forever. 1 


Contrary to other cities, Madinah has been safe from plague, 
because the prayer of the Prophet # for its safety was 
accepted, and the great miracle of the Prophet & appeared, 
which has been confirming this great prophecy since long!? 


Similarly, Ibn Hajar 2 has quoted some ‘ulama’ as saying 
that plague not entering Madinah is actually one of the 
miracles of the Prophet 2. Doctors have been helpless to 
stop plague breaking out in any city or even in any village; 
but plague was stopped from entering in Madinah all 
through this long period.? 


I think that the hadith means that plague will never enter 
Madinah, because if plague has not broken out in any city for a 
long time, that is not a great privilege for it as there are many 
villages and cities wherein such epidemics have never occured 
for a long time. Therefore, in case of Madinah, the best opinion 
is that plague has been stopped forever from entering it. 





' Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 191. 
? Ibid, 
> Fath al-Bari, v.10, p. 191. 
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Meaning of the word ‘Insha‘Allah’ mentioned in the 
hadith 

As for the question whether the word “Insha’Allah” applies to 
both or only one, the reply is that the word “Insha’Allah” has 
two probable meanings in this context. One is that the 
Prophet # used this for blessing. In this case, it will apply to 
the entry of Dajjal (Antichrist) and plague both. The saying of 
the Prophet 4 purports that Dajjal and plague both will not 
be able to enter Madinah, Inshd’Allah. The second probable 
meaning is that here the word “Insha’Allah” is conditional in 
which case, it will apply only to plague, and it would mean 
that if Allah wills, plague would never enter Madinah. 


Why would Madinah be safe from plague? 


One question arising here is that when plague is martyrdom 
for Muslims, then plague not entering Madinah means that 
the city is deprived of a blessing, which is not good, for the 
people of Madinah would get deprived of a great divine 
blessing. The ‘ulama’ have given many answers to this 
question. The best answer is that plague is an attack of the 
Jinn as mentioned above and the infidels from the Jinn do it 
with mischief and animosity and the infidels from Jinn 
cannot enter Madinah and it is impossible for them to attack 
the people living in it. In short, Madinah is blessed as the 
hadith says in the sense that infidels from the Jinn cannot 
enter Madinah. So, there is no objection at all. 


‘Allamah Ibn Hajar and ‘Allamah ‘Ayni a have given one 
more reply to this question, whose summary is that 
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according to Musnad Ahmad, ‘Usayb #, reported the 
Prophet & as saying: 


“Jibril brought two things for me: fever and 
plague. I stopped fever for Madinah and sent 
plague to Syria.” 


‘Allamah Ibn Hajar 8 says that the wisdom behind this is that 
when the Prophet ®& came to Madinah, the Companions were 
less in numbers as well as materially weak. At that time, 
Madinah was a center for epidemic.’So, the Prophet @ was 
given the option of choosing one out of the two things ie. fever 
or plague and each a has great reward. The Prophet %& chose 
the fever, because it takes lives lesser than plague. When the 
Prophet & needed to do jihad, and he feared that fever would 
weaken their bodies, then he prayed to Allah & for driving 
away fever from Madinah to a place near Juhfah. Madinah 

became the healthiest city. The city has been maintaining the 

same status and obtained a prominent position amongst all the 

cities. In this way, the prayer of the Prophet of Allah 4 proved 

to have been accepted and it emerged as a great miracle. } 


Removing a misconception 

An objection can arise regarding this hadith as there is a 
report from Abi al-Aswad & who said that when he came 
to Madinah, there was an epidemic prevailing causing 
quick deaths.? 





? Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 191, ‘Umdah al-Qari, v. 14, p. 711. 

? Sahih al-Bukhari, #2500, Musnad Ahmad, v.1, p.21, Sahih Ibn Hibban, v. 
7, p. 297, Musnad Abi Ya‘la, v. 1, p. 135, Al-Bayhaqi, Al-Sunan Al-Kubra, 
v.10, p. 123. 
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This incident had taken place at the time of Caliph ‘Umar 
as it is mentioned in a hadith. This shows that plague had 
befallen Madinah. Some are of the opinion that the safety of 
Madinah from plague is specially related to the time of the 
Prophet &, or it means the outbreak of a dangerous plague, 
which devastates the entire city. ‘Allamah Qurtubi # has 
supported this very view saying that it means the outbreak 
of plague like that of ‘AmwAs and Jarif. Having quoted this 
saying, ‘Allamah Ibn Hajar 38, says that this statement shows 
that plague may enter Madinah; but this is actually 
incorrect, for Ibn Qutaybah 2, has conclusively affirmed in 
Ma‘arif, supported by a number of learned ‘ulama’ including 
‘Allamah al-Nawawi 2, that plague has never entered 
Madinah nor in Makkah.1 


Therefore, the truth is that Allah Almighty has kept Madinah 
safe from plague forever. Now, the answer to the hadith 
reported by Abi al-Aswad & is that it was not plague, 
which had caused widespread deaths; rather it was another 
epidemic, which had claimed the lives of people in Madinah. 


Safety of Makkah al-Mukarramah from plague 

As in case of Madinah al-Munawwarah, there is a hadith 
regarding Makkah al-Mukarramah too declaring it to be 
safe from plague. ‘Umar ibn Shubbah a has reported a 
hadith from Abd Hurairah #; that the Prophet # said that 
Makkah and Madinah have been surrounded by the Angels, 


' Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 190. 
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who are appointed at every entrance. Neither Dajjal will 
enter it nor will plague enter it.” ‘Allamah Ibn Hajar 2 has 
said that all the narrators of this hadith meet the criteria 
set by Bukhari in his Sahth.? 


Some people have raised the question that plague had 
broken out in Makkah in 749 AH. The ‘ulama’ say, 
answering to this, that this report is incorrect. The second 
answer is that plague mentioned in the hadith means a 
devastating plague, which encompasses the whole city, 
from which Makkah and Madinah will be safe, though a 
small incident of plague claiming one or two lives cannot be 
overruled. ‘Allamah Qurtubi 3 has this very interpretation of 
the ahadith in his book Al-Mufhim. Allah knows best.? 


Martyrs of plague before Allah Almighty 

How will the martyrs, dying of plague, be treated when 
brought before Allah Almighty? ‘Utbah ibn ‘Abd al-Sulami 
®, has reported a hadith directly from the Prophet # who 
said: : 7 


“The martyrs and those who have died of 
plague will be brought. The martyrs of plague 
will say: we are also martyrs. Upon this, the 
angels will be ordered by Allah Almighty, “See 
if their wound flows like the wounds of 
martyrs and aroma of their wound is like musk, 





' Ibid, v. 10, p. 191. 
? Ibid, v. 10, p. 191. 
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then they are the martyrs. When the angels will 
check it, they will find the same.” 1 


Disputes of people and the judgement of Allah & 


There will emerge two groups of people concerning the 
martyrs of plague on the Day of Judgment. One group will 
be of those who got martyred in the path of Allah # and the 
other group will be of those who died on their beds in their 
homes in normal condition. The two groups will quarrel 
with each other about the martyrs dying of plague. ‘Irbad 
ibn Sariyah # has quoted the Prophet as saying: 


“The martyrs will say in the court of Allah 
Almighty that these brothers of ours dying of 
plague were killed like the way we were killed. 
The other group of people, dying in normal 
conditions, will say that they died on their beds 
like us (which means that they should not be 
given the status of martyrs). Upon this, Allah 
Almighty will say that the wound of those dying 
of plague should be checked, and if their wound 
is like the wounds of martyrs, they will be 
regarded as martyrs. When their wounds will be 
checked, they will be like the wounds of martyTs 
and as a result, they will be treated like them. 2 





‘ Musnad Ahmad, ¥. 4, p. 185, Tabarani, i ar, v. 17, P- 118, 
V4, p. 185, 7 , Al-Mu‘ -Kabir, v- 17) P. 
Musnad a-Shamiyyin, v.29. 429, pees f 

lusnad Ahmad, #16533, Nas@’7, Al-Sunan Al-Sughra Nasa’, Al 
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Don’t enter the plague-infected area and don't flee from it 


The Prophet & has given two orders regarding a plague- 
infected area: not to enter the area if it is infected with 
plague, and not to flee from the area if it is infected with 
plague. 


We have mentioned the hadith of Usdmah ibn Zayd @ that 
the Prophet of Allah & said: 


“The plague is a punishment, which was sent 
against a group of the tribe of Israel - or 
against those before you. So, if you hear that 
it exists in a land, then you do not go there. If 
it occurs in a land where you are, then do not 
leave it, fleeing from it.” 


This hadith makes it quite evident that one should not enter 
the plague-infected land, nor should those people living in it 
run away from there. What is the reason behind it? The 
‘ulama’ do have different opinions over it. 


One’s disease does not infect others 


Its actual reason is based on one of the teachings of Islam, 
which states that whatever good or bad takes place is by 
Allah’s will alone and the Decree written by Him. No man or 
creature has any interference in anything decided by Him. If 
a person interferes or does something, he/she is acting as 
an agent and means only and not the actual source. In the 
Era of Ignorance, when the people had established some 
wrong faiths and ideologies, they also had the belief that 
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some diseases are infectious. They believed that diseases 
move from one person to another by themselves, without 
attaching their communicability and infectiousness to the 
order and will of Allah &. Therefore, this misconception 
was to compulsorily be removed. That is why Allah 
Almighty has mentioned this wrong notion in the Holy 
Qur’an and His Prophet & in the hadith. 


The Holy Qur’an says: 


(1) “Say: “Nothing will happen to us except what Allah 
has decreed for us: He is our protector": and on 
Allah let the Believers put their trust.” (9:51) 

(2) No kind of calamity can occur, except by the leave 
of Allah and if any one believes in Allah, Allah 
guides his heart (aright) for Allah knows all 
things.” (64:11) 


In these verses, the important faith that has been described 
is that all things occur as per the will of Allah and His 
written decree. No man or anything else has any power in 
itself to show any effect. The Prophet & said: 


“There is no contagion and no omen nor hamd! 
nor bad luck in the month of Safar. One should 
Tun away from a leper as one runs from alion.”? 


een eee ee ee 
' Hama: In the Jahili i iri id 

: 'yya they believed that the unavenged spirit of a dea 
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There is another hadith that the Prophet & has said: 


“There is no contagion and no haémd nor bad 
luck in stars or in the month of Safar.” 1 


It is also reported in a hadith that the Prophet of Allah & 
said: 


“There is no contagion and no bad omen nor ghoul.”* 


In another hadith, he said: 


“There is no contagion and no bad omen; but a 
good word pleases me.”3 


Abii Hurairah .%, has reported a hadith in which the Prophet 
Of Allah & said: 


“There is no contagion and no safar and no 
hamah.” A bedouin asked, “Messenger of Allah, 
what about my camels? They are like gazelles 
in the sand and then a mangy camel comes and 
goes in among them and they get mange.” He 
asked, ‘Who infected the first one?’* 


Some ‘ulama’ say that the word «ss mentioned in the 
hadith means rottenness, and decay while some others 


" Sahth Muslim, #2220. 

? Sahih Muslim, #2222. 

> Sahih Muslim, #2224, Musnad Ahmad, #13658. 

* Sahih al-Bukhérl, 5378, Sahih Muslim, #2220, Musnad Ahmad, #7609, 
Sahih Ibn Hibban, v. 13, p. 484. 
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opine that it means the transition of infectious diseases 
from one to another.? 


So, the saying of the Prophet & means: It is incorrect to 
think that decay and disease move from one to another. i.e. 
it is not a correct belief. The ‘ulama have written that the 
Prophet 2 wanted to refute the belief of the people of the 
Ignorance who believed that disease by itself infects others 
without the will of Allah @ 2 


Some ‘ulama’ assert that this prophetic statement refutes 
the theory of those doctors and scientists who opine that 
diseases infect one another by themselves and it is the 
intrinsic property and characteristic of diseases to move 
from one person to another. So, the Prophet #& denounced 
this notion entertained by the people of his time? 


But, here a question arises: that is, the Prophet #& himself by 
his sayings and practices has clearly indicated that some 
diseases are infectious as it is mentioned in a hadith that he 
said, “Flee from leper as you flee from a lion.” Another 
hadith says, “An ill camel should not be taken to the 
healthy.”* 


Similarly, there is another hadith that narrates that @ 
leprous man in the delegation of Bani Thaqif requested to 





| Mirgat al-Mafatih, v. 9, p. 3. 
Sharh Sahth Muslim, Fath al-Bary, v. 10, p, 241, Ma’arij, V- 3: P- 
hai v 1, p. 694, Taysir al-‘Aziz al-Hamid, v. 1, p. 8373- 
irqat al-Mafatih, v. 9, p. 3, Fayd al-Qadir, v. 6, p. 433- e 
“ Sabih Muslim, #1222, Sabih al-Bukhari, #5439, Sunan Ibn Majah #3541, 
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ao bay‘ah (pledge of allegiance) to the Prophet #; but he 
did not make the bay‘ah with him directly (by physically 
touching him) and said, “Go, I have accepted your bay‘ah.” ? 


Apparently, there seems to be a contradiction among all 
these ahadith while the fact is that all the ahadith are 
authentic, But in fact, there is no contradiction among these 
ahadith at all. The ‘ulama’ have discussed this issue in detail 
and have come up with different opinions. Some say that 
one of them is abrogated and some others have preferred 
one hadith over the other while many of them have chosen 
the way of synchronization and reconciliation among these 
conflicting ahadith.2 


Those choosing the way of reconciliation and 
harmonization have mentioned several ways as given 
below: 


1, The saying of the Prophet & means that without 
the will of Allah and His order, no disease can 
infect others as it was wrongly believed in the 
Era of Ignorance as all things occur only by the 
command of Allah @ including a. disease, 
However, it is possible that a disease may infect 
another person with Allah’s will, as Allah @ has 
created causes and effects. Therefore, the 
Prophet of Allah # has ordered to flee from 


see oe ea 
Sahih Muslim, #2213, Sunan Ibn Majah, #3544, 

For more details, see Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari, v. 10, p. 162-159, Al- 
Nawawi, Sharh Sahih Muslim, Zad al-Ma‘ad by Ibn al-Qayyim, Miftah Dar 
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lepers, and did not let the leper put his hand in 
his for bay‘ah as a disease can infect others, 
being a cause. However, the Prophet's 
refutation of infectious diseases means their 
being infected by their own, and his statement 
that diseases have contagion means their being 
infectious only by the commandment of Allah &. 
So, there remains no objection regarding the 
ahadith at all. Most of the ‘ulama’ such as Imam 
Tbn al-Salah, Imam Bayhaqi, Imam Ibn al-Qayyim 
and Imam al-Nawawi etc. have favored this view. 


2. The second way of reconciliation is that the 
hadith of the Prophet & means to negate 
infectious disease as a whole and that one's 
disease does not infect others. Now the 
question will arise again: Why did the Prophet 
then avoid the leper? Why did he order others 
to avoid lepers? That is because if any man 
who has weak faith has a physical contact with 
a leprous man and by Allah’s will he gets 
infected in future with leprosy, he will think to 
have got infected with it because of contactin8 
that leprous man, and this belief will ruin his 
faith. Therefore, as a precaution, it was said tO 
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himself had food with a leper in the same plate. 
Imam Abii ‘Ubayd and a group of ‘ulama’ have 
favored this view. 


3. Another point is that a disease actually does not 
infect others as it is mentioned in the hadith ‘... 
there is no contagion ...”, but some diseases are 
such which cause bad smell etc. and a person 
naturally feels disgusted by them, so because of 
this very natural dislike, the Prophet & ordered 
to flee from lepers, not because it infects but 
because it is naturally disgusting for some. 


Now let’s discuss why the Prophet & has forbidden 
from entering a plague-infected area as well as 
fleeing from such area? What could be the reason, at 
all? Imam Tanawi = explains the wisdom behind the 
prohibition as in the following: if a person goes to a 
plague-infected area and he gets infected with 
plague there by the Decree of Allah &, he may 
believe that going there made him infected, and if 
any person leaves the plague-infected area and got 

safe from plague, he may believe that coming out of 
there saved his life. Diseases occur by the sole 
command of Allah alone. 


In short, whatever good or bad takes place is by the will of 


flee from a leper as i itis 
P' one flees from lion. But Allah alone. Whoever is destined to have plague has to go 


not bad if a Muslim, having firm faith in Allah 
Almighty, has a physical contact with a leprous uae 
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through it, weather he/she lives there or flees from there, 
and whoever is not destined to be struck by plague will 
never go through it whether he/she lives therein or flees 
from there. Therefore, the Prophet & has said that the man, 
who lives there, should not go out and the man who is not 
there should not enter it, so that he/she may not fall prey to 
any wrong belief. 


Some ‘ulama’ say that infectious diseases may infect others; 
but only by the commandment of Allah &. The reasons why 
the hadith forbids from leaving the plague-stricken land 
may be as in the following: 


(1) The disease may not infect other people living in 
other parts and areas. 

(2) Plague-infected people may be taken care of. 
What would happen to the sick if all go out? 


The reason behind forbidding one from entering such 
plague-infected area is that one should not put oneself in 
danger; instead one should be careful and take precautions 
about this, 


Warning on fleeing from Plague-stricken land 


Living in a plague-infected area with patience and faith in 
Allah Almighty is a source of getting blessing and mercy aS 
well as martyrdom; but warning has been given on fleeing 
from such a place. There is a marfii‘ hadith reported by Jabir 
4 that the Prophet of Allah i said: 
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“Those running away from plague are like 
those running away from the battlefield at the 
time of fierce fighting. And those living in it 
with patience are like those standing steadfast 
and patient at the time of fierce fighting.”! 


‘A’ishah also has reported this very hadith with the same 
wording, which has been reported by Imam Ahmad, and Ibn 
Khuzaymah with a reliable chain of narration? 


The ‘ulama’ note that fleeing from a plague-infected area 
might be in three ways: firstly, by running away from 
plague which has been forbidden in the hadith. Secondly, a 
Person had planned a tour for some work and meanwhile 
plague broke out in the area. There is no problem if this 
Person leaves the infected land. Thirdly, one had planned a 
visit or tour for some of his own needs and meanwhile 
plague erupted in the land, and now when he left the city, he 
makes up his mind to stay outside to avoid plague. The ‘ulama’ 
differ over this point. Allah knows best. 


We have read a lot of information about plague in the 
foregoing pages. It was also learnt by us that Allah Almighty 
had sent plague as punishment for the sins of people. We 
also knew that plague also comes because of perpetrating 
adultery and fornication. Therefore, Muslims should shun 
committing anything causing the wrath of Allah. They should 
care for the Akhirat (the Day of Judgment). Whether death 





* Musnad Ahmad, #1395. 
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takes place because of plague or by some other cause, it is sure 
that everyone has to die one day. We should always make 
preparations for death, and strengthen our faith and improve 
our deeds. May Allah give us tawfiq for this! 


About This Book 

No doubt, the causes of plague as given by 
physicians and doctors are right. For example, they 
say that its cause is the septic bad blood, which spoils 
the infected physical parts due to being poisonous. It 
also infects neighbouring areas of the body. 

But this is an external cause. However, there are 
some internal causes too which work behind the 
external causes. It is mentioned in ahadith regarding 
plague that it has some internal causes too which no 
one can deny. The way a thing has external causes, it 
has some internal causes as well. Itis mentioned ina 
hadith that it is a remnant part of the punishment 


inflicted on the Children of Israel. It is also said that it 


is an attack of the Jinn. Another opinion says that itis 


an outcome of the curse ofa certain Prophet of Allah. 
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